
Who are the Presbyterians? 
 
Presbyterians trace their history to the 16th century and 
the Protestant Reformation. Our heritage, and much of 
what we believe, began with the French lawyer John 
Calvin (1509-1564), whose writings crystallized much of 
the Reformed thinking that came before him. 
 
Calvin did much of his writing from Geneva, Switzer-
land. From there, the Reformed movement spread to oth-
er parts of Europe and the British Isles. Many of the ear-

ly Presbyterians in America came from England, Scotland and Ireland. The first American Presbytery was orga-
nized at Philadelphia in 1706. The first General Assembly was held in the same city in 1789. The first Assembly 
was convened by the Rev. John Witherspoon, the only minister to sign the Declaration of Independence. 
 
As far back as 1837 the General Assembly declared that the church, by its very nature, is a missionary society 
whose purpose is to share the love of God in Jesus Christ in word and deed and with all the world. Witnessing 
to the good news of Jesus Christ throughout the world, Presbyterians engage in mission activities, seek to allevi-
ate hunger, foster self-development, respond to disasters, support mission works, preach the gospel, heal the 
sick and educate new generations for the future. In partnership with more than 150 churches and Christian or-
ganizations around the world, the missionary efforts of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) involve approximately 
1,000 volunteers and compensated personnel. 
 

What is distinctive about the Presbyterian Church? 
 
Presbyterians are distinctive in two major ways: they adhere to a pattern of religious thought known as Re-
formed theology and a form of government that stresses the active, representational leadership of both ministers 
and church members. 
 

A Little Presbyterian History 
 
Portions of the Presbyterian church in the United States have separated from the main body, and some parts 
have reunited, several times. The greatest division occurred in 1861 during the American Civil War. The two 
branches created by that division were reunited in 1983 to form the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), currently the 
largest Presbyterian group in this country. 
 

Presbyterian Theological Beliefs 
 
Some of the principles articulated by John Calvin remain at the core of Presbyterian beliefs. Among these are 
the sovereignty of God, the authority of the scripture, justification by grace through faith and the  
priesthood of all believers. What they mean is that God is the supreme authority throughout  
the universe. Our knowledge of God and God’s purpose for humanity comes from the Bible,  
particularly what is revealed in the New Testament through the life of Jesus Christ. Our salvation  
(justification) through Jesus is God’s generous gift to us and not the result of our own  
accomplishments. It is everyone’s job — ministers and lay people alike — to share this  
Good News with the whole world. That is also why the Presbyterian church is governed 
 at all levels by a combination of clergy and laity, men and women alike. 
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September 8 Judy Gransee 

September 11 Ron Carlsen 

 Joan Springsted 

September 15 Coy Borgstrom 

September 18  Jared Johnson 

September 19 Larry Pedersen 

September 20 Ian Frodermann 

 Zachary Kase 

September 24 Michael Brigham 

September 26 Al Riedel 

September 27 Dick Wolff 

September 28 Carol Prenzlow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 23 Chris & Ally Holtz 

Pray for our service men in the military. 

*Peyton Wilke with the US Marines. 

Please keep Elaine Gransee, Bev Livingston, Ruth Al-

len, Joyce Olson, and Carol Prenzlow in your prayers 

for better health and strength.   

*Also, continue all prayers of comfort and strength for 

the family of Grady Lundgren, and also prayers of 

strength for the Brevig family. 

*Please send the Dunbar family and friends our prayers 

for comfort and strength.  

*Donna Dutton, a beloved longtime friend and member  

passed away August 23rd.  Please send thoughts and 

prayers to her family during this time. 

* Also keep the Michael Sveska (passed August 29th) 

family in our prayers during this time of grief 

Prayer Chain 

Session Meeting
First Presbyterian Church  

507-635-4781 
www.presbykasson.org 

 
Church Secretary     Church Office Hours 
Ann Driver  507-202-1632    Tuesday & Friday 
dashdriver54@gmail.com         

 
 

 

August Session Meeting 

August 19th at 6:00 PM 



PW  CORNER 
Hello Ladies, 
Another month is gone, summer is slowly leaving and soon it will be time to rake leaves since fall is fast approach-
ing.  It can be a beautiful time of year when the leaves turn to their fall colors which hopefully will happen again 
this year.  We still are much in need of a significant amount of rain, which mother nature will hopefully soon pro-
vide for our lawns and crops.  
 
September is the month for us to again begin our active PW meetings schedule.  The Fellowship Circle will meet 
September 7th at 9:30 at church.  We will once again have our PW Retreat and meeting on Thursday, September 
21st, 9:30 A.M., at Jane Carlsen’s cabin in Lake City.  All women are invited to attend and enjoy this wonderful 
event.  As always, there will be delicious food to enjoy as well as an interesting program. 
 
Sunday School starts this year on September 17th at 9:00 AM.  The entire church enjoys is the Walking Taco 
Luncheon which will be served on Sunday, September 17th after morning worship.  Get your taste buds ready to 
enjoy some “Mexican” cuisine.  
   
 Our church will be delivering Meals on Wheels September 25- 29th so please contact Sharon at 775-6643 to volun-
teer for this opportunity to serve our communities.  Many thanks to all who are so willing to participate in this wor-
thy project and many, many thanks to Sharon for keeping it organized.  On another note, many kudos to all who or-
ganize and serve coffee and treats after worship Sunday mornings, everyone appreciates the efforts and fellowship 
enjoyed by all. Please continue to keep signing up for coffee.  The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board by the 
kitchen. 
 
Prayers of comfort and support are needed for the families of Donna Dutton and Michael Sveska who both passed 
away recently.  Donna has donated her body to Mayo Clinic.  The family is planning a private interment in Preston, 
MN where Ed is buried. 
  
Please continue prayers for better health for Elaine Gransee, Bev Livingston, Ruth Allen, Carol Prenzlow and Joyce 
Olson.  Prayers of strength are needed for the Brevig family, and also prayers of comfort and strength for the family 
of Grady Lundgren.  Prayers continue to be needed for all in our country’s armed forces, all in public service, health 
care, law enforcement, Christian leaders, and everyone experiencing oppression; may God be with them all. 
 
Now for some Labor Day information: 
Labor Day (Labor Day in the United States) is an annual holiday to celebrate achievements of workers.  Labor Day 
has its origins in the labor union movement, specifically the eight-hour day movement, which advocated eight hours 
for work, eight hours for recreation, and eight hours for rest.  On June 28, 1894, President Grover Cleveland signed 
S.730 into law declaring Labor Day a national holiday.  Labor Day is also known as May Day and is a public holi-
day in many countries across the world.  The holiday is a celebration of workers worldwide but is also associated 
with the beginning of spring in many countries. 
  
Have a good September, stay healthy and happy. 
Many blessings from 
Sue and Carol, 
PW co-chairs 



Preparation 
 
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C). Lightly grease 
an 8-inch square baking dish. 

Arrange apple slices evenly in the prepared baking dish. Sift flour, 
sugar, cinnamon, and salt into a bowl. Cut in butter using a pastry 
blender, or 2 knives, until mixture resembles coarse cornmeal; 
sprinkle over apples. 

Bake in the preheated oven until topping is golden, 40 to 45 
minutes. Cool slightly before serving. 

Serve plain or with ice cream or whipped cream (or both) 

French Apple Crisp 

September Bear Hugs 

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 4 

1 There is a time for everything, 
    and a season for every activity under the heavens: 

4  a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
    a time to mourn and a time to dance  

When The Rain Falls by Harold R Hunt Sr 

When the rain fall it is tear drops from heaven. 
As they fall each one is a drop from love ones. 
And friends.  
Drops of love and tears of love wanting you to know how much your loved 
falling from heaven here they come . 
When they fall look up one is for you. 
When the rain falls love will fill the air 

Ingredients 
 
2 ½ cups apples - peeled, cored, and sliced 

1 cup sifted all-purpose flour 

1 cup white sugar 

½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 

¼ teaspoon salt 

½ cup butter, softened 
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Bits of Community News & Updates 

Rosie the Riveter (Helen Leqve) and G.I. Joe (Papa 
Jake) centenarians  
reunite at Steele County Free Fair 

Kasson United Methodist Church (801 5th Ave NW)  
is hosting a Gospel Music Concert,  
Sunday, September 17th at 2:00 PM.  

Brad Boice (aka Elvis) will be performing. 
A free will offering will be taken, bars, cookies and coffee 

Come Visit the Faith in Action Stand  

at Marigold Days in the Park on Saturday 

and Sunday, September 9 & 10.   

They will be serving  

ICE CREAM & ROOTBEER FLOATS (yum!) 

Welcome Back to Sunday School 

Sunday, September 17th at 9:00 AM 
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Session  

Meeting Highlights 

August 15, 2023 
Session continues to work with Rev. Doug Walters to lay 
the groundwork for hiring a transitional pastor. Supply is 
low in southern Minnesota. 
Session formed a committee to create a job description 
for this position. 
Fall clean up day will be held on a Saturday in Septem-
ber. 
Session continues to discuss ways to increase communi-
cation within our congregation. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

The receipts do NOT include the non-cash 
items.  
Because the newsletter comes out before the end 
of the month, the treasurer’s report won’t be fin-
ished, so it will always be a month behind.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Receipts July 2023              $        7,701.45 
Expenses July 2023             $      16,372.39 
Balance June 2023               $      (8,670.94)  
Needed weekly                    $        2,381.04 
Needed monthly                  $      10,317.85 

Autumn Mission Project 

Fill a grocery bag with food for youth and bring it to church.  

The Dodge County Food Shelf is experiencing high numbers and bare shelves! Bags will be deliv-

ered to Semcac and distributed to households with a need. When purchasing food think about youth 

at home during the autumn-boxed foods, canned items, healthy snacks, etc. The Food Shelf does ac-

cept frozen and refrigerated items as long as a current receipt is included.  

Questions? Please contact Lisa Carlsen 251-1629 

Autumn-boxed 

foods 

Canned items  

Healthy snacks. 



September 
Kid’s Page 



Labor Day 

Deadline for  

Newsletter 

Fellowship 

Circle @ 9:30 

AM at church 

PW Retreat at 
Jane Carlsen 
Lake House 

Sunday  
School Starts 

Session Meeting 
6:00 PM 

Meals on Wheels 

Notes:  Mantorville Marigold Days are September 8-10th. 

A Reminder: A fall clean up day will be held in September. 

 

 

Marigold Days 

Marigold Days 

Walking Taco Lunch-
eon provided by PW 
after Service 
 
Brad Boice Concert 
@ 2PM at UMC 
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