
 
WELCOME VISITORS.  

Please pray for: Bill Stromme, Carol Prenzlow, Bill Kase, Rosemary Horseman, Howard Gransee, 
Ruth Allen, Joyce Olson, Dick Wolff and Dick Hewitt, Jim Stucky for strength and healing.   
 
Events:  November 30   First Sunday of Advent 
      Hanging of the Greens 
  December 4   Friendship Circle @ 9:30 am 
  December 6   Deadline for K-M Care & Share Gifts   
  December 7   Second Sunday in Advent 
  December 11   PW @ 11:30 am 
  December 13   Salvation Bell Ringing. A schedule will be  
      posted in Fellowship Hall 
  December 14   Third Sunday in Advent 
  
K-M Care and Share gift lists for two children are on a table in the fellowship hall. The deadline 
for the gifts to be at church is Dec. 6.  
 
Sign up for our Poinsettia Garden. The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board by the kitchen. 
 
A schedule for Salvation Army Red Kettle bell ringing has been posted on the bulletin board by 
the kitchen. Our church is responsible for ringing on Saturday, Dec. 13 at the Kasson Hardware 
Hank. All money donated in Dodge County for TSA stays in Dodge County and the need is high 
right now. . 
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We Approach God 
 
Prelude   
 
*Call to Worship 
L.  Beloved, once again, we embark on the Advent path that points us to the coming of 
Jesus. 
P.  We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits. 
L.  We remember the signs and the times that heralded the arrival of the baby Jesus, God 
Incarnate. 
P.  We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits. 
L.  We tell the stories once again as we learn how to discern the signs and the times, 
watching for glimpses of God’s here-and-not-yet kingdom among us. 
P.  We journey together toward the day that all the earth awaits. 
L.  Come, let us worship God who shines a light to guide us on the path to peace and 
flourishing for all creation. 
P.  Come, let us worship as we journey together toward the day that all the earth 
awaits. 
 
*Hymn No. 82                  “Come, Thou Lond Expected Jesus”   
 
*Prayer of  Confession   (Unison) 
Holy God, You call us to wake from sleep, to become aware to our surroundings.  
The dawn of a new time of preparation is upon us.  Forgive us when sleepiness takes 
its toll, when our discussions become battles, when our judgment and self-judgement 
outweigh our faith.  Let us put on the light of Christ and live as You have called us in 
respect, in mutual dialogue, and in healthy living.  Help us so that everything we do 
reflects Christ’s light. Amen.  
 
Silent Confession    
 
*Assurance of Grace      
The One who shines light to overcome darkness, will cleanse us of our sins, and grant 
us the grace to begin again, and again, and again.  Amen. 
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A SERVICE OF THE HANGING OF THE GREENS 
 
A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

Isaiah 9 2,6 Pg 780 OT 

Hanging the Wreaths 

 
Lighting of the First Advent Candle                                        Steve & Michelle Willert 

Reader: The prophet Isaiah calls to us from the past to imagine the future when God’s reign 
will be fully realized and recognized throughout creation. When that time comes, God “shall 
judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation; neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4) 
All: Today, we choose to live in hope, believing that the time of God’s reign has come 
and is coming among us. 
Reader: We light this candle of hope as a sign of our promise to follow the Light as we an-
swer God’s call to transform our hope into reality today and in the days to come. 
 
A TENDER SHOOT 

Isaiah 53:1-6   Pg 836 OT 

A Sprig of Holly 

For Christians, this passage from Isaiah reflects the sufferings of Jesus, who saved us from 
our sins by his death on the cross and by his resurrection from the dead.  In ancient times, 
holly and ivy were considered signs of Christ’s passion.  Their prickly leaves suggested the 
crown of thorns, the red berries the blood of our Savior, and the bitter bark  the drink of-
fered to Jesus on the cross. As we hang the holly and ivy, let us rejoice in the coming of our 
Savior. 
 
*Hymn 129                        “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
 
AN EVERLASTING PROMISE 
 
Isaiah 41:17-20    PG 818 OT 
 
Decorating and Lighting the Tree 
As we prepare for the coming of Jesus, the light of the world, we light the Christmas tree.  
During this Advent, whenever you see a lighted Christmas tree, let it call to mind the One 
who brings light into darkness, and peace to all who receive him. 
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*Hymn 88 v.1-4                     “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
 
Prayers of the People 

In the hushed anticipation of your coming, O Lord, kindle in us the desire to remain 
awake; that we might be ready for your coming and eager to pray. O God, in days to 
come, the mountain of your house will be established, and your joy shall reign. We 
pray for the church that you might teach us your ways and that we might walk in your 
paths.  We pray for our nation, and all nations, that your peace would be manifest in 
every corner of the earth. In your Kingdom, O Lord, wolves lie down with lambs and 
children play with serpents without fear.  We pray for the sick, the suffering, and 
those in distress of any kind that you would heal all injuries, comfort all grief, and 
settle all wrongs.  In your Kingdom, O Lord, even the wilderness and dry land are 
glad and rejoice.  We pray for those who rejoice this week.  
 
We thank you for your Presence with us, and we pray that you might be always pre-
sent with those whom we love but see no longer. Come among us, O God, and hear 
our prayers; so that when your Son Jesus comes among us 
with great might, and in manger mild, we might recognize his face and his voice, and 
come to adore him. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Offertory   
 
*Doxology No. 606 
 
*Prayer of Dedication:  
Ever-Watchful God, you call us to live not in fear, but in faithful anticipation. 
As we offer these gifts, we do so as people preparing our hearts, our hands, and 
our world for your coming reign. We confess that we often cling too tightly to 
our comforts and schedules, forgetting that your kingdom calls us to loosen our 
grip and lift our eyes. Awaken us, Lord, to the “someday” you are already shap-
ing through our love, our justice, and our generosity. Let these offerings be signs 
of readiness, trust, and joy as we wait and work for your future to break into 
our present. In the name of the one who comes, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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GOD WILL SEND A RIGHTEOUS KING 

Jeremiah 23:1-6    Pg 887 OT 

Branches of Cedar, the Tree of Royalty 

In ancient times the cedar was revered as the tree of royalty.  It also signified immortality 
and was used for purification.  We place this cedar branch as a sign of Christ, who reigns as 
king forever and whose coming, in justice and righteousness, will purify our hearts. 
 
*Hymn 93                            “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 
 
*Benediction 
L.  Go forth in peace, be of good courage; 
P.  hold fast that which is good; render no one evil for evil. 
L.  strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
P.  help the afflicted; honor everyone; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 
L. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Be upon 

you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
*Hymn 541 v. 1  “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” 
 
Postlude 
 
 
After Service we are decorating the Christmas Tree.  Everyone is Welcome. 
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