
First Presbyterian Church   Kasson, MN 
Brian Rohr - Music 

December 28, 2025                        Pastor Loren Olson                           10:00 AM 
 
We Approach God 
Prelude   
 
*Call to Worship: 
L: Beloved, we have waited, watched, and witnessed the coming of the Christ child. As 
we gather today on the other side of Christmas, we might be tempted to ask, “What now?” 
P: In this season of Christmas, we remember that though Christ has come among us, 
the good news of freedom for captives, flourishing for the poor, and power returned 
to the disempowered does not reign in so many places. 
L: With Mary and Joseph, we listen for God to show us how to protect and advocate for 
the vulnerable among us. 
P: As we gather to worship today, may God bind us together in love, empowering us 
to live as followers of the Christ child who declare good news wherever we go. 
 
*Hymn No. 121                      “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                 
 
*Prayer of  Confession   (Unison) 
Gracious God, we would like to be among those who saw the coming of the Christ 
Child, those who dropped all that they were doing and traveled to worship the com-
ing of God's love into this world.  Yet, we must recognize all the times we are more 
like Herod.  Whenever we, in our actions or in our inactions, find our own need for 
control more compelling than the needs of others for health and safety.  Whenever 
we cling to the security of our privilege, rather than advocating for the rights of the 
oppressed.  Whenever we are complicit in the harming of innocents for the sake of 
profit, or power, or because we fear to know, and to change, the injustices of this 
world. Loving God, we confess our sins against you and one another, and pray that 
you will fill us with your light, that we may live our lives as true disciples in your 
name, without counting the cost.  
 
Silent Confession 
 
*Assurance of Pardon: 
L.  God's light is present in this world.  Present in the Christ child, born to lead us out of 
darkness.  Present in the star, in all that guides us to love. 
P: God's light is in the world, and the darkness did not overcome it.  God's grace is in 
the world, and our missteps will not overcome it.  We are loved, we are forgiven.  
Alleluia! Amen. 
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We are Inspired by God 
 
Prayer of Illumination   
 
Responsive Reading:                       Psalm 148:5-14 
L: Let them praise the name of the Lord!  For he commanded and they were created. 
P: And he established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it shall not  
pass away. 
L: Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 
P: fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! 
L: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 
P: Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! 
L: Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 
P: Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 
L: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above 
earth and heaven. 
P: He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the people of  
Israel who are near to him. 
All: Praise the Lord! 
 
Scripture Lesson:   Isaiah 63:7-9    Pg 848 OT 
     Matthew 2:13-23   Pg 2-3 NT 
 
Message:     Living Christmas in King Herod’s World        Pastor Loren Olson 
 
*Hymn No. 123                   “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
 
We Respond to God. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith from the Apostles Creed (in Unison)  
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call for Offering: Anything $20 or less is counted for our loose offering  
and goes toward supporting local and international church mission. 
 
Offertory   
 
*Doxology No. 606 
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*Prayer of Dedication:  
Steadfast God of refuge and promise, even when the world makes no room, even 
when fear seems stronger than hope, you are with us. In the flight to Egypt, in the 
cries of grief, in the fragile beginnings of new life, you make a way. Receive these 
gifts, O God, as signs of our willingness to make room for your kingdom among us. 
Use what we bring, not just our treasure, but our time, our voices, our compassion 
to heal what is broken, to protect the vulnerable, and to embody your saving love. In 
the name of Jesus, our Light in the shadows. Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 134                       “Joy to the World” 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Hymn 541                “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” 
 
Postlude 
 

WELCOME VISITORS.  
Please pray for: Bill Stromme, Carol Prenzlow, Bill Kase, Rosemary Horseman, Howard 
Gransee, Ruth Allen, Joyce Olson, Dick Wolff, Jack Heisermann and Dick Hewitt for 
strength and healing.   
Events: December 28   Last Worship in 2025 @ 10:00 AM 

Have A Save & Happy New Year - 2026 
  January 11   Communion 
  January 13   Session Meeting 
  January 18   Worship & Congregational Meeting 
 
Please remember to take your poinsettias. 
 
Notice to Committee Chairs: Committee Annual Reports are due to Ann by January 6th 
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