
*Hymn No. 465                    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 
 
We Respond to God. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith from the Apostles Creed (in Unison)  
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call for Offering: Anything $20 or less is counted for our loose offering  
and goes toward supporting local and international church mission. 
 
Offertory   
 
*Doxology No. 606 
 
*Prayer of Dedication:  
Persistent God of new paths, we have been called to prepare the way—not with plat-
itudes, but with changed hearts and lives. In this season of turning and anticipation, 
we offer these gifts as signs that we long to live by your story. Use them and use us to 
bear fruit worthy of repentance: fruit of justice, compassion, hospitality, and peace. 
Let our generosity reflect the nearness of your kingdom and the urgency of your 
call. In the wilderness of fear and want, may this offering clear a path for hope to be 
seen, known, and shared. In the name of the one who is coming and is already 
among us—Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
*Hymn No, 132            “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Hymn 541                “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” 
 
Postlude 
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We Approach God 
Prelude   
 
*Call to Worship 
L: Beloved, we gather to remember who we are, not who the world tells us to be. 
P: We recall the story of God’s people, how God has called us to live in peace and 
righteousness in a world full of conflict and twisted morality. 
L: We tell the story together of the day that all the earth awaits. 
P: We recount the story of our journey with God, the moments of God’s provision, 
God’s prodding, and God’s prophetic guidance. 
L: We gather to repent and return anew to God’s story that guides our lives to work for 
peace and flourishing for all God’s creation. 
P: We gather to tell the story of the day that all the earth awaits. Thanks be to God! 
Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 105                            “People, Look East”                                v. 1-3 
 
Lighting of the Second Advent Candle                              Aaron & Nicky Wilke family 
First Reader: Advent reminds us that we are people who share a story, the story of  
Jesus, who enacts peace by judging in favor of the poor and deciding with equity for the 
meek of the earth. We long for the day when “the wolf shall live with the lamb, the leop-
ard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child 
shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6). 
All: Today, we choose to live the story of peace, believing that true peace comes when 
we seek the flourishing of all God’s creation. 
Second Reader: We light this candle of peace as a sign of our commitment to bring Light 
to the places the world seeks to hide until that day when all creation lives together in har-
mony and abundance. 
 
Light the second candle of the Advent Wreath 
 
*Prayer of  Confession   (Unison) 
When our faith is rooted deeply in you, O God, our lives reflect your kingdom values 
of justice and righteousness, but sometimes our lives become so entangled with the 
values of the world, that your values take second place.  Forgive us, O God, and  
reconnect us to the Holy Spirit, source of power and life.  Merciful God, strip our  
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hearts and minds of all that prevents our lives being firmly rooted in you.  May our 
lives bear fruit worthy of our faith in you, as we watch and wait for your breaking into 
our world once more, in the person of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 
 
Silent Confession    
 
*Assurance of Grace      
Blessed be the Lord our God, who does wondrous things (Psalm 72:8). 
The most wondrous of all being God's entry into our world in Jesus Christ, 
"not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him." 
"Those who believe in him are not condemned" (John 3:17,18). 
Thanks be to God  
 
We are Inspired by God 
 
Hymn No. 188                                    “Jesus Loves Me!”  

Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the Bible tells me so.  Little ones to him belong.  They are weak, but he is 
strong.  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.  

 
Children’s Time 
 
Prayer of Illumination   
 
Responsive Reading:                       Psalm 72:1-7 
L: Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king's son. 
P: May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice. 
L: May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 
P: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, 
and crush the oppressor. 
L: May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
P: May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth. 
All: In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no 
more. 
 
Scripture Lesson:   Isaiah 11:1-10   Pg 784 OT 
     Matthew 3:1-12  Pg 3 NT 
 
Message:             Never a Stranger  Pastor Loren Olson 
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