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We Approach God 
Prelude   
 
*Call to Worship: 
L: We gather as people looking for the star, a sign that God is at work in the world. 
P: God, help us find your glory. 
L: We gather as people listening for the whispers of the Spirit, hints of the good news in 
the least likely places.  
P: God, help us notice your glory. 
L: We gather as people yearning for Love’s presence, the assurance that we are not alone 
and Love will have the last word. 
P: God, help us encounter your glory. 
L: On this Epiphany Sunday, may the Light of Love shine among us, revealing divine glo-
ry through neighbors known and unknown, vulnerable children, and unexpected gifts. 
P: God, reveal to us anew the glory of your expansive Love that gathers us together 
and sustains us in loving service to one another and all creation. Amen. 
 
*Hymn No. 151                     “We Three Kings of Orient Are”                                 
 
Silent Confession    
 
*Assurance of Grace      
L: God's light is present in this world.   Present in the Christ child, born to lead us out of 
darkness.   Present in the star, in all that guides us to love.  
P: God's light is in the world, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
God's grace is in the world, and our missteps will not overcome it.  
We are loved; we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 
 
We are Inspired by God 
 
Hymn No. 188                                  “Jesus Loves Me!”  
Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the Bible tells me so.  Little ones to him belong.  They are 
weak, but he is strong.  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so.  
 
Children’s Time 
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Prayer of Illumination   
 
Responsive Reading:                        Psalm 72:1-7 
L: Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son! 
P: May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice! 
L: Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness! 
P: May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children 
of the needy, and crush the oppressor! 
L: May they fear you1 while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout  
all generations! 
P: May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth! 
All: In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no 
more! 
 
Scripture Lesson:   Isaiah 60:1-6    Pg 844 OT 
     Matthew 2:1-12   Pg 2 NT 
       
Message:            Follow the Light                    Pastor Loren Olson 
 
*Hymn No. 377                “I Want to Walk As A Child of the Light” 
 
We Respond to God. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith from the Apostles Creed (in Unison)  
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call for Offering: Anything $20 or less is counted for our loose offering  and goes toward 
supporting local and international church mission. 
 
Offertory   
 
*Doxology No. 606 
 
*Prayer of Dedication:  
Radiant God, the light of your wisdom and love shines for all who seek you, guiding us 
not with force, but with grace. Like the magi, we come bearing gifts, not to earn your 
favor, but in response to the gift of Christ you’ve given us. Use these offerings to re-
flect your light into dark places, so that others might be drawn to your love, your jus-
tice, and your joy. Keep us faithful in our seeking, generous in our sharing, and willing 
to be led wherever your star shines next. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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*Hymn No. 150                  “As with Gladness Men of Old” 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Hymn 541                “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” 
 
Postlude 
 

WELCOME VISITORS.  
 

Please pray for: Bill Stromme, Mike & Carol Prenzlow, Bill Kase, Rosemary Horseman, 
Howard Gransee, Ruth Allen, Joyce Olson, Dick Wolff, Jack Heisermann and Dick 
Hewitt for strength and healing.  
 
Events: January 11   Communion 
  January 13   Session Meeting 
  January 18   Worship & Congregational Meeting 
 
Notice to Committee Chairs: Committee Annual Reports are due to Ann by January 6th 
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