May 2026 Newsletter

There are special days in May. Many of us look forward to the fishing opener each year. Many churches have
special celebrations honoring confirmands or graduates. On Memo-
rial Day we remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice, giving
their lives to serve our country, which many broaden to include re- y
membering their own loved ones who have died. But maybe the ‘ HELLO
most important observance of the month is Mother’s Day. < 4

For most of us, Mother’s Day truly is a day of appreciation. I’ve
met a few people through the years whose mothers were too broken
and wounded to fulfill the traditional nurturing role, but most of us
cannot begin to count the ways that we have been blessed and
shaped by our mothers. We consider our mothers’ to be true gifts
from God.

In our faith tradition, Mary, the mother of Jesus played a key role.

It was Mary’s faithfulness that made the story possible. We see her

as a worried and scolding mother, especially when he got lost at the

temple, or when as an adult his teachings begin to upset people. We
see her as a proud mother when she witnessed his turning water into
wine, or as she joined the crowd welcoming him into Jerusalem.

We see her as a loving and grieving mother who was present for the
trial and crucifixion when so many others ran away. There’s some-

thing real about her portrayal in the gospels, acting as any mother would to encourage, guide, and protect her
adult child.

Thank God for moms! Let us be sure to celebrate them if they are still living, and let us honor and remember
them if they passed on to glory. When I was serving in the South, Mother’s Day was often the second highest
attendance Sunday of the year because everybody joined mom for worship. If we can, let’s join our mom’s for
worship this Mother’s Day, as we thank them and as we thank God for the gift of our moms.

See you in church....

Loren




Celebrale

May 3 Steve Willert

May 8 Jason Pedersen

May 10 Ava Holtz

May 25 Folmer Carlsen
Caitlynn Wanous

May 27 Marv Horsman

May 31 Amy Borgstrom

May 8 Michael & Emily Brigham
May 28 David & Beth Gransee
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Please pray for: Bill Stromme, Mike & Carol Prenzlow,
Bill Kase, Rosemary Horseman, Howard Gransee, Ruth
Allen, Joyce Olson, Dick Wolff, Jack Heisermann, Jim
Stucky and Dick Hewitt

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer’s Report as of April 30,2026

Receipts $ 6,087.09
Expenses $ 5,642.38
Balance $ 44471
Needed weekly $ 2,561.78
Needed monthly $ 11,101.04

The receipts do NOT include the noncash items,
memorials or roof repair.

First Presbyterian Church
507-634-4781
presbykasson@kmtel.com (email)
www.presbykasson.org (website)

Pastor Loren Olson 507-676-3836
1875 Cedar Valley Dr NW presbpastor@kmtel.com
Owatonna, MN 55060 Call for anything needed.

Church Office Hours
My hours can be
flexible as needed.

Church Secretary

Ann Driver 507-202-1632
508 4th Ave NW

Kasson, MN 55944
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PYW CORNER

Greetings Everyone,

May is the time when all mothers are honored on the second Sunday of the month.
Hopefully parties, dinners, or just family get-togethers are being planned for this v

special day. Since this is the second month of spring the weather is not quite as %Y 4®y P Wewitness.
warm as we would like it to be, but with any luck that will change. Of course the A\_\;ﬁ < We work

(and play!).

Presbyterian Women

“ We welcome

day before Mother’s Day is also the fishing opener, which may mean that not all
family members will be present to celebrate the day. Also, this is a time when
many are planning or beginning to plant gardens and flower beds so if the weather | w/ring faithin action is what we do.
is nice on this May 10™ it could be a very busy day. www. presbyterianwomen. org

!

May is also a very busy time for PW — May 6™ is the annual Spring Salad Luncheon to be served from 11:00 —
1:00. The committee has met and the planning is complete so now all that is needed is a large number of people to
attend and enjoy all the delicious salads, and of course the women will be busy creating their very best salads for
the meal as well as many scrumptious bars for the dessert; we hope to see a lot of church members in attendance.
Thursday, May 7™ is Fellowship Circle at 9:30 and the regular PW meeting will be Thursday, May 21st at 6:00
P.M.

Our church will be celebrating the confirmation of four of our young members who have successfully completed
their classes. CONGRATULATIONS to Stella Gransee, Norah Heser, and Jett and Carli Mittelstadt. This will be a
very special day in their Christian lives.

Meals on Wheels will be delivered by our church May 18 — 22 — anyone interested in volunteering for this project
please contact Sharon Law. Many thanks to all who participate in this service and a BIG Thank you to Sharon for
doing all the organizing. Also, big thank you’s to all who prepare and serve the coffee fellowship after worship on
Sunday morning; it is a great time of friendship and fellowship and truly appreciated by all.

Our Christian prayers are needed for Rose Horsman, Bill Kase, Carol & Mike Prenzlow, Bill Stromme, Howard
Gransee, Ruth Allen, Joyce Olson, Dick Hewitt, Jack Heisermann, Jim Stucky and Dick Wolff as they each deal
with their health issues.

Also, please pray for this country’s men and women in the military; all those in public office and medical service,
emergency services and law enforcement, and all in education and Christian

work; may God be with and bless them all.

-

ISTILL SEE CHILDREN Mary Mason gHdp Pa
Awhile ago, my little ones Were playing at my feet. 44 D <
With tiny hands clasped firm in mine, My joy became complete. 77@’ W
I did not ever realize how fast Those carefree days would , go.
I seldom paused to think--- Back then, I could not know.
I saw them only yesterday At play upon the floor.
Today they’re gone; and silence marks The closing of the door.
Now three grown men have claimed the place three small boys once shared,

But sometimes, in a word or look, I still see children there.

TODDLER LOGIC Edith Emmons

I love my baby brother, Mom brought him home today.
I’d like him even better If he’d get up and play.
Mom says he can’t eat our food, Can’t sit or stand or walk.

I feel so sorry for him, For he can’t even talk.

When Mom had told me all of this, It made me real upset.
Why did they give him to us, If he wasn’t finished yet?



AND NOW, some fun Mother’s Day facts:

According to Pew Research Center, more phone calls are made on Mother’s Day than any other day of the
year.

Mother’s Day is consistently the busiest day of the year for the restaurant industry

Approximately $3 billion is spend on flowers and plants for the holiday

White carnations are often used to honor mothers who have passed away, while pink represents a mother’s
undying love

In Serbia, children playfully tie up their mothers on Mother’s Day and they must pay with gifts to be freed

Approximately 65% of all greeting card sales occur in the last 5 days before Mother’s Day

Many of the trademark sweaters that Mr. Rogers wore on his television show were knitted by his mother

MOTHER’S DAY JOKES
Why do mother kangaroos hate rainy days? Because their kids have to play inside
Why did the bean children give their mom a sweater? She was chili
What kind of candy do moms want on Mother’s Day? Hershey kisses
How do little cows stay quiet while mom enjoys her calmomile tea?
They push the mooooooooot button

Why did the baby strawberry cry? Because his mom was in a jam

Why is a computer so smart? It listens to its motherboard

A daughter asked: “What’s it like to have the greatest daughter in the world?” i)
Mom replied— “I don’t know dear, you’d have to ask your grandma.” &

When is your grandma’s bedtime? Three hours after she falls asleep v

on the couch.

A very Happy Blessed Mother’s Day to all mothers, may your special day be filled with fun,
family, laughter and love.

Best wishes to all for a great month of May; and good luck to all the gardners as they till the soil.
Many blessings to everyone, please stay happy, healthy, and most of all be kind to yourself and each other.

Recipe Corner
Overnite Scalloped Chicken Casserole  from Bev Stucky

2 cans cream of mushroom soup 7 oz. partial cooked macaroni
2 1/2 ¢. milk 3 hard-boiled eggs, chopped
1/2 1b. cubed American cheese 1/4 c. melted butter

4 c. cooked chicken or turkey

Spoon into greased 9x13-in pan. Cover and refrigerate overnight. Toss 1 1/2 c. soft bread crumbs with 1/4 c.
melted butter. Sprinkle on casserole. Bake, uncovered, at 350 for 60-65 minutes.
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MAY 2026

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2
a3 4 5 | Taicon 6 | Fellowship 7 8 9
11-1 pm Circle & 9:30
Confirmation
@ iomn 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Armed Forces

Mother’s Day Ascension Day
Worship Session PW
@10am 17 18 | s30pm 19 20 |PW@ 21 22 23

y
\ 4

Meals on Wheels

@ lomn 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Pentecost

Worship

@10 am 31 Memorial Day

Trinity Sunday

May Observances & Fun Facts

Nation Bike Month

May 2026 is Observed as National Mental Health Awareness Month

May Birthstone Emerald

May Flower Lily of the Valley & Hawthorn



