I walked into a church building for a meeting and the first thing
the host pastor wanted to do was give me a tour of the building. 1
was polite. I am Minnesotan to the core. I tried to hide my bore-
dom as we looked at rooms that look just like the rooms in numer-
ous other church buildings. He seemed pretty excited about their
space, and some small renovations they had planned, but I’'m just
not into church buildings. I thank God I have been able to serve
places where there were people who were committed to the
maintenance and upkeep of the building God had given them. I
had one successor who thanked me for passing on a building that ’#;é
was in such good condition, and I had to tell her to thank some-
body else. The congregation had done major improvements to
the building. 1 was just along for the ride.

BIRTH MONTH FLOWER

It’s not my nature to think about the building, but I have
found myself walking through our building praying and pondering.
So much great ministry has happened within our walls, and minis-
try will continue to happen. But we are not using our space as ful-
ly as we once did. God gave us this wonderful gift we have en-
joyed for sixty years. Through the years we have offered space to
many organizations and activities. Are there ways in this season of
our ministry that we can more actively pass the gift along by offer-
ing space to the community?

I have no proposal or grand scheme. I only have the desire
placed on my heart that God’s gift of this build-
ing could be used more fully. I invite you to

pray and ponder with me to discern how God ;
might use this building, this sacred and holy h . A
space, to further God’s work. V’/ e | :

See you in church......




July 2
July 7

July 8

July 9

July 10
July 12
July 14
July 21
July 22
July 23

Dylan Button
Bevyn Borgstrom
Arnie Wilke
Aaron Wilke
Steve Johnson
Conner Pogalz
Michelle Willert
Libby Prenzlow
Laurel Prenzlow
Stella Gransee
Caitlyn Brevig

Please pray for: Bill Stromme, Mike & Carol Prenzlow,
Bill Kase, Rosemary Horseman, Howard Gransee, Ruth
Allen, Joyce Olson, Dick Wolff, Jack Heisermann, Jim

Stucky and Dick Hewitt

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer’s Report as of May 31,2026

Receipts $ 6,940.56
Expenses $ 5,716.46
Balance $ 1,224.10
Needed weekly $ 2,561.78
Needed monthly $ 11,101.04

The receipts do NOT include the noncash items,
memorials or roof repair.

First Presbyterian Church
507-634-4781
presbykasson@kmtel.com (email)
www.presbykasson.org (website)

Pastor Loren Olson 507-676-3836
1875 Cedar Valley Dr NW presbpastor@kmtel.com
Owatonna, MN 55060 Call for anything need-
ed.

July 12 A.r lin & Marsha Brigham Church Secretary Church Office Hours

Bill & Roma Stromme .

July 17 Aaron & Nicky Wilke Ann Driver 507-202-1632 My hours can be
508 4th Ave NW flexible as needed.
Kasson, MN 55944

Session Highlights

June 16, 2026 Meeting

Troy Knutson, from Edward Jones, attended the meeting and provided an update of the church’s investments.
Overall, investments are doing well. Jennifer Mittelstadt, treasurer, also attended to answer questions.
Due to lack of students, VBS will not be held this year.

Valve replacement has been done.

Gutters were discussed and the matter was tabled as more information needs to be gathered.
Rev. Olson’s new contract has been sent to the Committee on Ministry.

A rummage sale will be held in August. Items may be placed in the choir room. Volunteers are needed, please see
Paulette Riedel. Be selective when donating items; bring things that will sell.




Recipe Corner e/ 2

7
SUMMER BERRY GALETTE from Food & Wine )

2 out of the 3 Pappy’s Pie Crust 1/4 t. fine sea salt

2 Ibs. halved Strawberries (5 1/2 cup)1/2 cup, plus 2 Tbls Sugar divided
6 oz. Raspberries (1 1/4 cup) 2 Tbls Cornstarch

6 oz. Blue Berries (1 cup) 1 large egg, beaten

1 1/2 Tbls Fresh lemon juice o

Stir strawberries, raspberries, blueberries, lemon juice, salt, and 1/2 cup sugar in a bowl until berries release their
juices and soften. Stir around every 10 minutes or so.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line a rimmed baking sheet with parchment paper: set aside.

Thaw pie crust until slightly softened. Roll out into a 17 1/2 x 12 1/2 inch rectangle. Transfer the dough to the
baking sheet.

Pour berries through a fine mesh strainer into a bowl. Stir together berries, cornstarch and the remaining sugar in
a separate bowl. Spread berry filling evenly over tolled Dough, leaving a 2 inch border on all sides. Fold dough
edges up and over the filling, pleating as needed to create a rustic crust. Brush crust sith egg, an sprinkle evenly
with sugar.

Bake in preheated oven until golden brown and bubbling, 60 to 65 minutes. Remove from oven, and let cool 45
minutes. Slice and serve. Top with ice cream or whipped cream or both.
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GREETINGS EVERYONE Y
We welcome
TH L) ® . < We witness.
HAPPY 47 OF JULY!!!!!IT Life in the United States has changed drastically —A ﬁ ————
over the past 250 years. Can you imagine what someone from 1776 would have to R i“"l' 2
say about what life is like today compared to then??? So many modern conven- (and play!).
iences exist today that were never thought of in the 18" century — some really good
and some not as good; and time marches on. Putting faith in action is what we do!

\\\5‘\\,'\[1“‘)V ter illl\\'l"ll(‘ll.!l!’g

There are still no regular PW meetings in July; however, there will be a summer get
-together for all women on Thursday, July 16™ at 6:00 P.M. at Hidden Pines Bar &
Grille at the Zumbro Valley Golf Course; all women are most welcome and invited to attend. Also, a Church Barbe-
cue is scheduled for Sunday, July 19™ after the worship service and it would be great to have a big attendance for
that.

AND NOW YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE!!! Put the dates of August 13, 14, and 15 on your calendar. A church
rummage sale will be held on those dates in the church and everyone is encouraged to bring all your donations for
this event to the church starting now through the 12" of August. You may leave everything in the choir practice
room at any time. Please no electronics, large furniture pieces, or TV’s.

Our church in scheduled for dehverlng Meals on Wheels June 29 — July 2™, Since July 4™ is on a Saturday, there
will be no meals delivered on July 3™, Many THANKS to all who participate in this worthy community service and
BIG THANKS to Sharon for keeping this all so well organized. Also, MANY THANKS to everyone who prepares
and serves treats and coffee for the fellowship time each Sunday; everyone truly enjoys and appreciates the time for
Christian friendship and fellowship.

As Christians your prayers are needed for Rose Horsman, Carol & Mike Prenzlow, Ruth Allen, Joyce Olson, Bill
Kase, Bill Stromme, Dick Hewitt, Dick Wolff, Jim Stucky, Jack Heisermann and Howard Gransee as they deal with
their individual health issues. Also pray for our country and all in government offices, all who serve in the military,
all in law enforcement, emergency services, health care workers, and Christian work; may God bless and keep them
in His loving arms.



FUN 4™ QOF JULY FACTS

¢ Benjamin Franklin was the oldest person to sign the Declaration of Independence
+ About 64% of Americans own a U.S.A. flag
+ Fireworks can get 15 times hotter than the boiling point of water
¢ The Declaration of Independence was ALMOST lost after the signing
(When George Washington and his troops were trapped by the British in New
York City, Washington had the document on him, but luckily he found an escape)
¢ It took 6 months for everyone to sign the declaration
¢ There were two 26 year old men who were signers; they were the youngest
¢ None of the signers died before independence was officially won
¢ Thomas Jefferson drafted the Declaration of Independence on a writing desk that could fit over one’s lap
¢ As of June, 2023 there have been six American flags on the moon and they are still standing
¢ “America” by Ray Charles is the most played song on the 4™ of July
¢ The Pledge of Allegiance has been changed four times
¢ There is a small brief message written on the back of the Declaration
o Itreads: “Original Declaration of Independence dated 4™ July 1776.”
¢ Americans will enjoy 150 million hot dogs during the 4™
¢ Americans spend more than $1 billion on fireworks
¢ George Washington ordered a double ration of rum for American soldiers to celebrate the holiday
¢ July 4™ was not deemed a federal holiday until 1870
INDEPENDENCE DAY
It’s the Fourth of July; It’s time to fly the flags high
So we can celebrate Independence Day!!
Parades with big bands, Parents holding young hands
Can be seen on Independence Day!!
Picnics in the park Everyone waiting until dark
To see fireworks on Independence Day!!
Enjoying the sound and colorful spectacle all around
It’s the special joy of Independence Day!!
4th of JULY HUMOR
e  Why shouldn’t you skip the 4th of July BBQ? “Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
It would be a missed steak! there is Freedom”
e Did you hear the one about the Liberty Bell? )
Yeah, it cracked me up too!! MANY wishes for a truly HAPPY,
e  Why can’t the Statue of Liberty sit down? HEALTHY, SAFE 4TH OF JULY!!!
Because she stands for freedom. May everyone enjoy a wonderful holiday
e What did one firecracker say to the other? Wif[h many thanks for the freedpm we all
My pop’s bigger than yours!! enjoy and for all the many dedicated peo-
o What was the most popular dance in 1776? ple who defend our rights to freedom and
The Indepen-dance!! peace! .
o If you cross a patriot and a dog with curly hair, what do you get? And please, most of all, be kind to your-
A Yankee poodle selves and each other!
e  Why did Paul Revere ride his horse from Boston to Lexington?
Because the horse was too heavy to carry!! God’s blessings, all,
e  Why did the corn on the cob go to the 4th of July parade? PW Sue

Because it heard there would be a-maize-ing floats!
o Did you hear about the angry firecracker?
He was so mad that he exploded!!

e What did one American flag say to the other?
Nothing, it just waved



4th of July Word Search

FOURTHAUNITEDSO
RREFIREWORKSYBD
E Il EPARADTERWHIRA 4THOFJULYMAZE
EBEVASFLATGATIT
NBLEOLUTLTIBERETH Find your way through the maze fo reach the flag in the center,
ASDECLARATIONA.I Happy “4th of July!
TAUCDJULYGUJUTETR
Il MEMRTEOTOANMANT | | | _.‘
Ol FAMAMRI GHTSTE S S aeell =
NCRCAERADOSOTHE = = L|—
WJERIGREDANSATIN I_FL_
HUEATLIBTERTVYRTLI — _L‘ T e
| NDEPENDTENTCTETETRSTEB = | |
TDOMETACPATRETY £y Ijl |
EAMERICANBTLUEW.I t— - -;_Li
AMERICA FREEDOM REVOLUTION 5 ‘ I [ ‘
BLUE INDEPENDENCE RIGHTS e —— | I ] S |—
Wil — I 1 LT T
FIREWORKS NATION THIRTEEN | |
FLAG PARADE UNITED | H— - —[_‘J’_LJ _—_’_L
FOURTH RED WHITE

FAITH || TV Loro “ GOD BLESS =
i R AME R A

MATTHEW 1720

QLWQS’S%
lsmau»s;u I- a 20000

o ¥ ©

QO

S Wl @&

an c Qoo

UPERSTARWORESHEETS

BECAUSE

Ve LoVED

1 JOHN 419

ad

R




July Observances
National Parks Month
National Picnic Month
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July Birthstone
Ruby and Onyx

June Flower - Larkspur
and Water Lily
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